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Tn the Claims : 



Please cancel ClaiiD5 2 and 50. Please amend Claims 1,3-8, 27, 44, 51-53, 



and 55 and enter new Claims 59-61 as follows: 



1. (previously presented) A vehicle rearview miiror system comprising: 

a rearview mirror case having a reflective element, said mirror case being 
adapted to mount to a portion of a vehicle and including a carrier; 



said carrier located at a viewing location at said mirror case , said carrier being: 

a) mechanically c onnected to said mirror case by a plurality of tabs, 
said tabs enga&iag said case: or 

mechanically connected to said mirror case bv a sqap-fit connection: 

or 

c> releasablv mechanically connected to said mirror case : and 
at least one user-actuatable interface device positioned at said carrier whereby 



at least one of a driver and an occupant of the vehicle can interface with said user-actuatable 
inteifacc device, wherein said user actuatable interface device comprises a user actuatable 
button for actuating a vehicle function. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim [[2]] 1, 
wherein said cairier is mechanically connected to said mirror case by a plurality of tabs, said 
tabs engaging said case. 

4. (currently amended) The vehicle rearview miiror system according to Claim [[2]] 1, 
wherein said carrier is mechanically connected to said mirror case by a snap-ftt connection, ' 

5. (currently amended) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim [[2)] 1, 
wherein said carrier is rcleasably mechanically connected to said mirror case. 
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6. (cuirently amended) The vehicle rcarview mirror system according to Claim [[2]] 
wherein said case includes a retaining rim, said carrier being mechanically connected to said 
mirror case at said retaining rim. 



7. (currently amtmded) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim [[5]] 6, 
wherein said earner is mechanically connected to at least said retaining rim. 

8. (currently amended) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim [[2]] i, 
wherein said mirror case includes one of a chin area below said reflective clement and an 
eyebrow area above said reflective element, said carrier being mechanically connected to said 
case at one of said chin area and said eyebrow area. 

9. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 8, wherein said, carrier 
is mechanically connected at said chin area. 



10, (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 1, further comprising a 
display clement having at least one display character emitting a pattern of light to form a 
display image, said carrier providing a display screen, said display clement disposed behind 
said display screen, and said display screen displaying said at least one display image at said 
viewing location for viewing by at least one of a driver and an occupant of the vchicle. 

11. (previously presented) A vehicle rearview mirror system comprising: 

a rearview mirror case having a reflective element, said mirror case being 
adapted to mount to a portion of a vehicle and including a carrier; 

said carrier located at a viewing location at said mirror case; 

at least one user-actuatablc interface device piositioued at said carrier whereby 
at least one of a driver and an occupant of the vehicle can interface with said user-actuatablc 
interface device; and 

a display element having at least one display character emitting a pattern of 
light to form a display image, said carrier providing a display screen^ said display element 
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disposed behind said display screen, and said display screen displaying said at least one 
display image at said viewing location for viewing by at least one of a driver and an occupant 
of Hie vehicle, said display screen having a central viewing area generally alifincd along a 
viewing axis, said display image on said display element being of&ct jax)m said viewing axis, 
and said display screen shiBing said display image on die display element to said central 
viewing area of said display screen. 

12. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said 
display element is mounted on a circuit board, said circuit board being supported in said case. 

13. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 1 1» wherein said 
display screen shifts said display image by at least one of refraction and diflraction. 

14. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claun 1 1, wherein said 
display screen includes an outer siirfiace and an inner surface, said inner surfecc angled with 
respect to said outer surface whereby said image is shifted by refraction. 

15. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 14, wherein said 
display screen comprises a material having an index of refraction in a range of about 1.3 to 



16. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 15, wherein said 
material has an index of refraction in a range of about 1.4 to 1 ,7, 

17. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 1 1 , wherein said 
display screen is adapted to shift the image by diffraction. 

18. (cancelled) 
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1 9. (previously presented) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 1, further 
comprising a light source, said light source illuminating said user-actuatable button. 

20. (original) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 1, wherein said 
rearview mirror case comprises an interior rearview miiror case. 

21 . (original) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 1, further comprising a 
toggle assembly, said reflective element comprising a prismatic reflective element and being 
pivotable between day and night reflective positions by said toggle assembly, 

22. (original) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 21, wherein said 
toggle assembly includes a grasping member, said greisping member including a base and an 
outer surface, said base comprising a first material, at least a portion of said outer surface 
comprising a second materia] having a lower hardness than said first material whereby «atd 
grasping member comprises a soft touch grasping member. 

23. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 22, wherein said 
second material has a material hardness of less than approximately 70 Shore A Durometer. 

24. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 22, wherein said outer 
surface is formed from said second material. 

25. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 22, wherein said first 
material has a material hardness greater than approximately 70 Shore A Durometer. 

26. (original) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 1, further comprising 
at least one li^t assembly projecting light through a lower portion of said mirror case. 

27. (currently amended) A 5fee vehicle rearview mirror system aooording to Claim 1, further 
comprising: 
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arearvicw mirror case having a reflective elemeTit, said mirror case being 
adapted to mount to a portioD of a vehicle and including a carrier. 

said carrier located at a vicwiag location at said mirror case: 
at least one user-actiiAtable interface device positioned at said carrier whereby 
at least on e of a driver and an occupant of the vehicle can interface with said user-actuatafale 
interface device^ wherein said user actuatablc interface device comprises a user actuatable 
button for actuating a veh icle function: and 



mirror case, said lower portion of said mirror case including a pair of openings, each of said 
light assemblies including a light soxircc, a reflector clement, and a cover, said reflector 
elements directing hght from said light sources through said covcr§, and said covers of each 
of said light assemblies having substantially the same conjfiguration and being positionablc in 
said openings of said mirror case and being posirioned in said openings in substantially the 
same orientation whereby said covers are interchangeable with one another. 

28- (previously presented) A vehicle interior rearyiew mirror system comprising: 

a rearview mirror case having a reflective element, said mirror case being 
adapted to mount to an interior portion of a vehicle; 

a light emitting display element for displaying at least one display character 
emitting a pattern of light to form an image; and 

a display screen being provided at said mirror cafie, said display screen being 
rclcasably mounted to said mirror case and including a viewing area, said display screen 
adapted to display said image of said display character at said viewing area, and said display 
screen being removable for at least one of replacement, repair, and upgrade, wherein said 
display screen shifts said image from said light emitting display element by at least one of 
refraction and diffraction to align said image with a central portion of said viewing area. 

29. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 28, further 
comprising at least one uscr-actuatable interface device at said display screen. 
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30. (original) The vehicle interior reoryiew mirror system according to Claiin 29, wherein 
said user-actuatable interface device comprises a user-actuatable button. 

31. (original) The interior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 30, further 
comprii>ing a h'ght source, and said user-actuatable button being backlit by said light source. 

32. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 28, further comprising 
a circuit board, said circuit board supporting said light emitting dijsplay element. 

33. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 28, further comprising 
at least one light assembly projecting light through a lower portion of said mirror case. 

34. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 33, wherein said lower 
portion includes an opening, said light assembly projecting light through said opening. 

35. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 34, wherein said light 
assembly includes a cover and a light source, said cover positioned at said opening, and said 
light source projecting light thinough said cover. 

36. (original) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 35, wherein said light 
assembly includes a reflector, and at least one of said reflector and said cover being adapted 
to direct the light in a desired light pattern. 

37. (original) The vehicle rearview minx>r system according to Claim 35, wherein said at 
least one light assembly comprises a pair of said light assembly^ said covers of said ligiht 
assemblies having substantially the same configuration whereby said covers are 
interchangeable. 

38. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 28, wherein 
said display screen comprises a spectral filter. 
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39. (cawcelJed) 

40. (previously presented) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 
28, wherein aaid display screen includes an outer surface and at least one inner surGice angled 
with respect to said outer surface whereby said display screen shifts said image by refraction. 

41. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 40. wherein 
said screen has a wedge-shaped cross-section. 

42. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 40, wherein 
said display screen is formed from a material having an index of reftacrive in a range of 1 .3 to 



43^ (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 42, wherein 
said material has an index of refraction in a range of 1.45 to 1.65. 

44. (cuxTcntly amended) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 
[[44]] 28, wherein said display screen shifts said image by diffraction. 

45. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 44, wherein 
said display screen includes an inner surface and an outer surface, said inner surface being 
t?tcbed with a diffractive surface whereby said difB-active surface shifts said image, 

46. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 28« wherein 
said tnirror case has a perimeter, said display screen is located at said perimeter of said mirror 
case. 

47. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 46, wherein 
said display screen is located below said reflective element. 
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48. (original) The vehicle interior rearview minor system according to Claim 47, wherein 
said minor case includes a chin area, said display screen foiming a portion of said chin anea. 

49. (original) The vehicle interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 28, wherein 
said reflective element comprises a prismatic reflective clement 

50. (cancelled) 

5 1 . (currently amended) The prismatic interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 
[[50]] 55, wherein said portion of said outer surface is molded onto said base. 

52. (currently amended) The prismatic interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 
[[30]] 55, wherein said outer surface comprises said second material. 

53. (currently amended) The prismatic interior rearview miTTt)r system according to Claim 
[[SO]] 55, wherein said second material has a hardness of less than about 70 Shore A 
Durometer. 

54. (original) The prismatic interior rearview mirror system according to Claim 53, wherein 
said fust material has a hardness of greater than about 70 Shore A Durometer liardness. 



being pivotablv mounted to said support; 

a toggle asscmbly_adaptcd to pivot said mirror case and said reflective element 
about said support between a dav position and a night position, said toggle a.ssemblv 
including a grasping member having a base and an outer surface, at least said base comprising 
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a first material having a first hardness, at least a portion of said outer surface com prising a 
second material having a second hardness whereia said first hardness is gre ater than said 
second hardness: and 

a carrier, said carrier mounted to said minor case and including at least one of 
a display screen and a user-actuatable interface device for use by an occupant of the vehicle. 

56. (original) The prismatic interior rcarview mirror system according to Claim 55, whcreic 
said carrier is mounted to said mirror case by a releasablc mechanical connection. 

57. (original) The prismatic interior rcarview mirror system according to Claim 55, wherein 
said mirror case includes a chin area, said carrier being mounted at said chin area. 

58. (original) The prismatic interior rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 57, wherein 
said carrier forms a portion of said chin area. 

59. (new) The vehicle rearview mirror system according to Claim 27, wherein said 
carrier is mechanically coupled to said mirror case. 

60. (new) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Claim 27, further comprising 
a display clement, said carrier providing a display screen, and said display clement disposed 
behind said display screen, said display screen displaying an image on said display element at 
a viewing location for viewing by one of a driver and an occupant of a vehicle, 

61 . (new) The vehicle rearvicw mirror system according to Clahn 60. wherein said 
display screen shifts said image from said display element by at least one of diffraction and 
refraction. 
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